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ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PA Ggﬂ
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* but insistently. “The President needs

" knew that they were not just listening
- to a junior Senator, but to the Presi-
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By MARTIN TOLCHIN
. Spacial to The Noew York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 1 — When Paul
Laxalt talxs, like the man from E. F.
Hutton, everycne listens. -

Late T\.esday evening, for example,
his working style was ont display on the
Senate floor, which was in disarray.
The President had asked Cangress to
raise the debt limit to the politically
p2rilous sum of. mare than $i triilion,.
and the Republicans were. wary ot}
bemg tagged as big spenders. : :

In desperaticn, Senator Howard H"
Baker Jr., the majority leader, turned
tothe ]umorSenatortrom Nevada. .

I asked Paul to help with some of’
cur members who weren’t totally con-
vinced of the rightecusness. otourl
cause,” Senator Baker recalled. *I
said, ‘Paul, I need some help, thmgs
aregoing toget Light.’ ”

See.dng OutVotes .;‘:yri
And so Paul Laxait went to work,
foraging lor votes. He buttonholed Re-
publican colleagues, speaking softly

your vote,’”” he said, and his targets

dent’s man in the-United States Sen-
ate. Mr. Laxalt produced the needed
votes, and the day was saved.

It is a role that the Nevadan has in.
creasingly come to play, a reflection of
the deference paid the easy-going,
graying, 5%-year-old Senator who
wears lizand cowboy boots and conser-
vative suits. His natural working style
is the soft sell, and his power was im..
measwably heightened Nov. 4 with
the election of a man he deems clcser
thana friend.

“We're like bmthers, just like broth-
ers,’”” Mr. Laxalt said of his relation.
ship with the President of the United
Siates. “If it’s one thing the medent
reeds, it's a good brother.”

The two men seem-cut from the
same cloth. Both are ganial, open, low-
key Westerners- not inclined: to take
themselves too sericusly. They share
the same world view, conservative
ideology and strong moral values.
Both love the oubot-doors ami nelther
{saworkaholic. =~ -~

The two met while wurking in Barry .
Goldwater’s Presidential. campaign;
in 1964, and their friendship flourished
when they became governorsof neigh-
boring states. One memento of those
years, in Mr. Laxait’s office, is a 1968
photograph of the two men on horse-
back, en route to an overnight camp-
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site, inscribed, **Hey Paul — Here we
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‘were, two ‘guvs’ who didn't know we
_were going to freeze to death come -
‘nighttall. All the best, Ron.” Mr. Lax-

.alt managed Mr. Reagan s Presiden-

" tial campaigns in 1976 and 1930.

- The assertion- of,brothertiood is
unusually emotional by political
_standards, and in the.brotherhood of o,
“politics, blood is seldom thicker than
ballots. Indeed, both men have bene-
fited politically from their personal
closeness. The Senator is the Presi.

dent’s eyes and“ears on Capitol HilE*, biotic political relationship, it’s be-

and gives his old friend cardid assess.
ments of the players and the issues.

In exchange, the Senator has be. ; '
come a one-man clearinghouse for his :

colleagues’ requests for favors, ap-
pointments, grants and privileges be-
stowed by the White House. Senator
Roger W. Jepsen, Republican of Iowa,
said:z-*‘l1 have found that if I want
‘somethmg magical to happen involv-
’ ing the President personally, the per-
son to talk to is Paul Laxalt. It’s like
talking to the President himself.” it -
Senator
Democrat of Massachusetts, asked
Mr. Laxalt to arrange for President.
Reagan’s presentation of the first Rob- |-
ert F. Kennedy medal to his widow, "
Ethel. *I calied down there, and told

them.this was a mgh-pnonty nem ' " s, H
- R Lk 4 lt were not for Bill Casey,” Mr.

Mr. Laxalt said.

‘Mr: lLaxalt somehow manages to
pursue such requests without usurping .
the powers and prerogatives of the
Senate majority leader, who also owes .
his position to the Nevadan. On the |
moming after Election Day, Mr.
Baker realized that only Mr. Laxalt
could come between him and the jead.-
ership position. To pre-empt such a
move, Mr. Baker telephcned Mr. Lax
-alt and asked the Nevadanto nommate
_him for majority leader. M: Laxalt |
¢ immediately agreed.

“They established ground rules
early on,” said an aide to the Republi--

.can leadership. ‘‘Senator Laxalt has
- never done anything but let the mantle
~of leadership fall on the shoulders of .
Hogdeaker LA T

~ Some eolleaguu ‘believe that the -
Nevadan lacks the bellyful of fire that -
would have fueled a challen,e to Mr. °
Baker and that Mr.. Laxalt is just as
happy to leave the running of the Sen-.
. ate.to someone else. Ambition is not
' Mr. Lazalt’s strong suit, nor does he :
" seem tg covet the late hours and con-
stant behind-the-scenes work that falls
to the majorityleader. - : :

- In delerence-to Mr. La.x.alt’s posi-
tion, however, Mr. Baker appointed
- him virtually a member of the leader~

.. ship. He.is mvned to meetings of Sen-:
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-7 - with good instincts and-insxghrs. Lde-

Edward M. Kennedy, |.
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" ate chairmen, although Mr. Laxalt has |
not yet attained such status, as wellas |
" to leadership meetm‘,s at the White !
House [

. “He's a pleasure to work with,”” Mr.
*Baker said of Mr. Laxalt. “'He's a
--classy person, totally responsible, ;

tpendonhim heavily.””

| >An aide to the Republica.n ‘leader-
| "ship sald, “If ever there was a sym-

" tween Howard Baker and Paul Lax.
(R
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One dxfferencn between their two
roles was manifest in the dispute 1:1-1
-volving William J. Casey, director of !
Central Intelligence. Senator Barry M.
Goldwater, Republican of Arizoma,
I ‘who is chairman of the mteihgenca ;
committee, had called for Mr. Casey’s -
- resignation, charging that he had:
. -shown bad judgment in insisting on the
| ‘appointment ofA
paign colleague, Max Hugel as c!ﬂef
ofcoveroperations. -

Asmajority leader, Mr. Baker could
not challenge the view of a committee -
- chalrman, and Mr. Casey’s cause ap- |
“peared doomned. ‘Then Paul Laxajti m- .
tervened . .

Ly

The Casefor Casey

| Laxalt told a news conference, “Ron~
ald Reagan would not have been
elected President. We are not going'to
permit-a perfectly decent man to be
savaged.” -
j The Senator said later' "Caseyand I
8ot to be very close during the cam.
paign. I felt that on the merits, Bill
‘Casey was almost being railrcaded.” .
* Despite Mr. Laxalt’s clcseness with
the President, however, the two men
| i have differed on substantive issues. In
such cases, the.Senator said, *I'm
*very careful not to translate Paul Lax-
. alt into Ronald Reagan.””
- On the proposed three-month defer-
ral of cost-ofdiving increases for So-
cial Security recipients and other pen-
-. sioners, for example, the Senator said,
¥l thouoh the President should bave
bitten the bullet.”” But he gave the
- President’s message to Senators, such
.as Pete V. Domenici of New Mazico,
who had urged the deferral. *‘I simply
had to tell them that the President has
.told me he viewed that to be a solemn
‘campaxgn promise,” Mr. Laxaltsaid.
" As for his. special role thh Mr. Rea-
gan, the Senator. said, .“We simply
"take a look at the total picture, as old
friends, and try to come up thh sorne‘
answers.”
~--4Jt’s-been- worldng very-well * he
_add Few

gree m.-'\—‘: v*-u&“ }-
re eiestet w\ 1!
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